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liov as alio lay exhausted on the beach; and heaping stones 
iipou it till ahc! \va9 pressfid to deatli. As even the exist- 
iiifjlaws ajjiiinst witchcraft were transgressed l)y this bru- 
' tal riot, a warm^ attack was made upon the tiiagistrates 
and iniiiist(trs of the town, by tliose who were shoeked at 
' a tnigi!<ly of hhcK a liortiljle cast. There were answers 
publislied, ill \vhi(!li tb<! parties assailed were zealously de- 
, fended. The superior authorities were cxi)ected to take 
\ up the uffiiir, but it^so hapi)eu(!d, during the general dis- 
( traction ol'the country concerning the Union, tliut the 
I murder W(;nt without the investigation which a crime so 
liorrid dt.Mnanded. ISLill, however, it was something gain- 
ed that tlu; cruelty was exposed to the public. The voice 
of g(!neral opiiuon was now appealed to, and, in the long 
run, the .sentinunits wliieh it a<lvocate3 are commoidy 
those of good .'•ense and huuiauity. 

"The ollie(!rs iu tiie iiigher branches of the law dared 
now assert their oilieial autiiorif.y, and reserve for their 
own decision cases of Bupi)09ed witchcraft which the fear 
of ii.iblle c'lauiour iiad induced them formerly to leave 
in till' bands of the inferior judges, operated upon by all 
the in'fjudici's of the country and the populace. 

"I" i7IH, the celebrated lawyer, Robert Dmidas, of Ar- 
niston, ilnni King's advocate, wrote a severe letter of cen- 
sure to th(! Siii^rili'-depute of Caithness, in the first jilace, 
as having neglceted to eoinniuuieate officially certain pre- 
coguitious which he had led respecting some recent prac- 
tises of witchcraft iu his county. The advocate reminded 
tills l(K;al judge, that the <luty of inferior magistrates, in 
.such citSMH, was to advise with the King's t^ounsei, first, 
whether tin y should be niacie subject of a trial or not ; 
and, if BO, l>e;",>re what court, and iu what luaxvuer, it 
should take place. He also called the nuigistrates' atten- 
tion to a report, that he, the Shcrilf-dcpute, iutcnd(!d to 
judg(! in the case hiu.'.cdf: "a thing of too great dillicul- 
tv to b(! tri<;d without very (l(;liberattwiiivii.'c rt«d beyond 
the jurisdiction of an inferior court." The Slierill'-depute 
sends, with his apology, the jiri:cof;ni/i(»i of the alliiir, 
whieli is one of the nu)st nonsensical iu thi.s nonsensical 
department ot the law. A certain carpenter, named 
William Montgomery, was so infested with cats, which, 
as his servant-maid reported, ".spoke among themselves," 
that lie fell iu rage u[)on a party of these animals which 
had asombled iu his house at irregular hours, and betwixt 
his Highland arms of knife, dirk, and broadsword, and 
his prof<!ssional weaium of an a-w, he made such a disper- 
sion that tliey were quiet for the night. In consequence 
of his blows, two witches were said to have died. The 
ctwe of a third, named Niu-Gilbert, was still more ve- 
nmrltable. Her log being \)roken, the iujiuod limb wither- 
ed, pined, and linally fell olf j on which the hag was inclosed 
in prison, vi'lune she also died : and the question which, 
reuudued was, whether any \)rocoss ahouUl be directed 
against p<'rsous wluun, in her compelled confession, she 
had, as usual, inl'ormed against. The Lord Advocate, as 
may be suppostid, ([uaslied all further j)roccdure. 

" In I7ti(), an unlucky hoy, the third son of James, Lord 
Torpiviehen, took it into his head, iinder instructions, it is 
said, from a knavish governor, to play the possessed and 
bewitched ])ers(m, laying tin; cause of his distress on cer- 
tain old witches iu Oalder, near to which village bis 
father had his nuuision. The women were imprisoned, 
aiul one or two of them died ; but the crown counsel would 
not proceed to triid. Tlio noble family also began to see 
through the cheat. Tlie boy was sent to sea, and though 
he is saiil at one time to have been disposed to try his lits 
while on board, when the discipline of the navy proved 
too severe for jiis cunning, in process of tiuu; he beeamo 
a gooil sailor, assisted gallantly in defence of the vessel 
against the pirates of Angria, and finally was drowned in 
a storm. 

"In th(! year 1722, a Sheriff-dcputo of Sutherland, Cap- 
tain David Ross, of Littledean, took it upon him iu tla- 
grant violation of the then established rules of jurisdic- 
tion, to pronounce the last sentence of death for witch- 
craft which was ever passed in Scotland. The victim was 
an insane old woman belonging to the parish of Loth, 
who had so little idea of her situation as to rejoice at the 
sight of the fito wMcli.was destined to consume lier. She 
had a daughter lame both of hands and feet, a circum- 



stance attributed to the witch's having been \ised to trans, 
form her into a pony, and get her shod by the devil. . It 
docs not appear that any punishment was inflicted for this 
cruel abuse of the law on the person of a creature so 
helpless ; but the son of the lame daughter, he himself 
distinguished by the same misfortune, was living so lately 
as to receive the charity of the present Marchioness of 
Staft'm-d, Countess of Sutherland in her own right^ fo 
whom the poor of her extensive country are as well ktibwii 
as those of the higher order, • ' 

" Since this deplorable action, there has bofcn no judicial 
interference in Scotland on account oi' witchcraft." 

There is another procti'lf any were required, that the 
hdvabitants of Carrickfergus had a community of manners 
and customs with their neighbours across the channel, in 
their deeming it necessary to restrain the too common and 
noisy nuisance of woman-scolding, as the following ex- 
tract from the town records, shows : — 

" ' October, 1574, ordered and agreede by the hole 
Court, that all manner of Skolds wliieh shal be openly 
detected of Skolding or evill wordes in manner of Skokl- 
ing, and for tlie same shal be condemned before Mv. 
Maior and his brethren, shal be drawne at the sterne of a 
boate in tlie water from the ende of the Peare rounde a- 
bought the Queeues majesties Castell in manner of duck- 
ing, and after when a cage shal be made the Party so 
condemned tor a Skold shal be therein punished at the 
discretion of the Maior,' It appears that a. cage was go* 
soon after, and delinquents puuished^,^ the ftViWlSI-?!?* 
tieed ; and that regular lists wereJsept of all scolds, aird 
their names laid before the,-'gfand juries. The cage, or 
ducking stuol, stood <)-a the quay ; in a deed granted to 
John Davy's, .Tub; (5th, 1071, is the following notice of 
it. ' C)ne smuAif plot of land or house stead, situated up- 
im the Kej', on the north-east, adjoining to the Ducking- 
sloal, on said Key, now standing.' " R. Y. 



THE NIGHT SINGER. 

TO THE HlUraa of the DUOLIK PENNV JflUItHAI,, 

SiK — The complaint has now become so trite, that the 
natural history ol Ireland has been carefully neglected 
both by English and Irishmen, — ^by the former, from igno- 
rance of our productions, and by the latter, from having, 
hitherto, unfortunately wasted their minds in baneful dis- 
putes on politics and religion, instead of refreshing them 
in the pursuit of knowledge — that I shall advert to that 
topic no further than to express a hope that we have now 
better days at hand. Societies are springing up in our 
metropolis for the ditfusion of various branches of natural 
science. Knowledge has at length taken its stand amongst 
us, and although at present apparently dwarfed in dimen- 
sions, I trust the mighty Power will soon, like the Indian 
deity, rear its form to gigantic magnitude, and asserting 
its empire, crush the demons of discord that have so long 
made us their prey. 

My object, however, in writing this letter is not to in- 
dite fine similes, but — if you can spare me a corner for 
the purpose — to put a question, through the medium of 
your Journal, which I have often asked before, but to which 
1 have never yet got a satisfactory answer : — Has the night- 
ingale ever visited Ireland 'I Goldsmith, to be sure, replies 
in the negative j but then we know that Goldsmith's book, 
although we have all read it with unmixed pleasure in our 
younger days, is not, in every case, to be relied upon with 
perfect confidence ; and I have not happened to meet 
with any other naturalist that touches on the question. 

I am, at the same time, desirous to communicate a fact 
which 1 have no doubt will be interesting to many of your 
readers, and wdiicli, I apprehend, is not generally known : 
namely, that we have iu this country a Night Singer, 
which, as far as I am conversant in the music of birds, can 
be equalled by the nightingale only, if it be not itself the 
nightingale. 

I was informed, last summer, by some friends residing 
at Ratiibar, a well-known and beautiful out-let on the 
south side of this city, that they had, for many nights, 
heard the song of a bird, which they naturally enough 
concluded to be a nightingale. To this I did not, at the 
time, attach much weight ; being rather inclined to the 
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opinion, that Milton's " most musical moat melancholy" 
bird was not a visiter of ours, — and suspecting;, besides, 
that my friends might have been deceived by some means, 
not improbably by the tricks of some wag^gish boy with 
a bird-call. 

I have been, however, set right on this point in a man- 
ner that will not speedily be effaced from my memory. 
Happening to be on the old Rathgar road on Saturday 
night .last, about twelve o'clock, near the spot where the 
picturesque ruin of the old castle stood a few years ago, 
I paused to gaz?. on the beautiful scenery. The night was 
one of the most lovely description. The moon, at the 
full, had her brilliancy softenad., but in a scarcely per- 
ceptible degree, by tlie descending vapours which had al- 
ready begun to form a fleecy cloud that seemed to slee|) 
upon the meadows. Some trees, not very distant, but 
strongly in shadow, contrasted iinely with the range of the 
Dublin mountains, which, bounding the view, lay stretch- 
ed along in tender light, distinct in outline through the 
moon-lit rays ; yet so tiiint, so thin, that they looked more 
like things of air than earth. Not a breath disturbed 
the perfect calm, — all nature seemed chained in silence, — 
when suddenly my ears were filled with a most delicious 
rush of musical sounds that startled nie from my vision, 
banishing the enchantment of one sense, as it were, tliat I 
might be spell-bound by that of auotlier! For netuly a 
minute I listened ivith surprise and deliglit to a continiii.'d 
strain of warbling, that combined the sweetness of the 
ifey.i*i'rx*l;^'va??.'l inflections of tiie lark, the canary, 
and tue linnet. It cT^^'} *"'' '^ /."^"^ "f"?"^'? ""'' "'«" '"- 
commenced as before, aiia'sS £0»*'""'^^,/.">- '^'.'''''''^ "i""'"-'' 
of an hour that I remained, nr«!:«J'""'fir ''f. exertions, 
sometimes for nearly half a minute,-.«»™et'rae8 lor u 
shorter ;period. At intervals durinjj tlU. «^'Jgi»»'^ther 
bird, at a good distance, answered it with a f^Vr'snoifWtfer' 
of rather indifferent quality. I could not ascertain how 
far off or where this second bird was ; but the ilrst seem- 
ed to be about forty pace's from me in a thick hedge on 
the roadside. Perhaps my endeavours to effect a more 
close acquaintance, fnghtcned it away; for it bouauie si- 
lent for a longer time than usual — I waited for some n»i- 
imtes expecthig to hear it again, but it had fled, and I re- 
luctantly pursued my way. 

Whether tliis was the nightingale or not, I am nnuble 
to decide, never liavhig heard the bird ; hut I mn dispos- 
ed to think it was not. I nuiiUioucd this cii'cuinstuuce to 
a friend who liad once tlu; good fortune to hi.'nr the night- 
ingale's song in perfection in the vicinity of UriHtol. He 
told me, that a few years ugo, in the wood at Luggchiw, 
county of Wicklow, he hcunl, with great s\irj)ri.sc, a nij^'ht 
song similar to what I have here (les(;ril>fiil ; hut did not 
think it wsw the nightingale. He speaks of the tone, of the 
latter as exceeding in richness and I'uhKJSS cvrii tlio tone 
of the blackbird ; but our Night Singer's note — although 
most exquisitely sweet — is of a much uiorc. slender quality 
of tone. 

But if not the nightingale, wliut can it be V 'i'lie 
lOQht warbler, or whitc-lhroaled niglUiii^rilt: visits England 
at the same time with its wore celebrated uameauke ; but 
it is said to inhabit »crfgy places, -vrhcrcas tlie situations cho- 
sen by onr Night Singer are precisely siuiilar to that of 
the nightingale. Here is a Question for some of our or- 
nithologists. I hope some or them who have the iaclinu- 
tion, and time to spare, will look into it w»d favor us with 
the result. 

7th Mai;, 1833. C, O'll. 



DANIEL THE OUTLAW. 

TO TUB lilllTim OH THE IHIUIIN raHKV JOUllKAI., 

In the " Legend of the Midwifii," which nppoarod in tha 
84tU Numhar of lUe Dublin Pisiuiy Journal, I aawnn uUusiun 

msde to the " Oiik-crowiiud dilf of Daniel tlia Outlaw." 

It ipeadily re-cnlled to my moniory, the byo-gono diiys whun 
that cliff and its BurroimJiug hills und strciims wore the 
scones of my early youth ; wlion at llio •> noisy mausiou" of 
Phil SulUvKU, wnxt tlvo bunk of the silvuv Aviglin, I rccoiv- 
eil ray first ideas of chivalry and romnnoo from the puruaul of 
the " Sevea Champions of Chriiluudom," — of gallant ontor- 
prise and warlike stratagem, from this " Irish" Kogues and 
Bappareas"— and my early fostered and loag-maturctl hatred 



of tyranny, from tho " Genuine HiKtory of Ireland.' 
volumes would be now disrtganlcd ; but can the c( 
judgment atone for plonauros enjoyed in the warmth i 
ful fancy? I hava been delighted to lie for hours 
in tho Outlaw's retreat of tlio clifl^ — to regard in 
mood, the compartments of the rock which tradition 
signed to his solitary fire, his sword and gun, — to co 
the days when tho decayed oaks of the steep clift' c 
umbrageous protection round tho rock of his repose 
his shrill silver whistle roused his faithful bund to tlu 
their chief : hero I rehearsed nil that tradition has p 
of his matchless pi-oweas and " hair-breadth escapee." 
sketch his story — Tho recollection of tho time when 
of truth first struck my oar, still affords me a mel: 
pleasure. Days of my youth, why have you given ; 
years which have stamped the premature wrinkle 
brow? But you shall ever lie in tho wiisto of my n 
refreshing as the green neighbourhood of tho wells t 
sands of tho desiirt to tho weary eye of tho Afrit 
veller. 

The story of Daniel O'Kcefc, surnnroed the oullm* 
volvcd in much obHoiirity. Ho was, it seems, a foUtf 
that O'Keofo, who, when driven by tho Roches froij 
moy, obtained Jnrgo possessions in tliese western distrltj 
that having uccidcntally sluin M'I>onough, tlie chielf 
l)iihiilloiv, lie was forced to betake hiniHelf to tliese m/t 
fastnesses to sliun the vengeiiiice of M'Donough's hH 
clan. At lengtli having iiHsticialcd with him ii \i\mJi < 
log sjiirits, he giivo i)roof of his niiliwiiin halri'd of tljie 
invader, in bold nnd duspeiute outriigcH on the poKsfcDs: 

tho intruders on the native right of the (imd l/li» 

eiit«rj)risi(s and extraordinary rsnipes iVoiii Jtno I'n 
parties of soldiers sent in luunuil of him, u;<id th« p 
tion ho afforded the weak nnd d<>lenr<'j[f(m'<. I0'(! yt 
llierao of manv an Irish song. Thu oultinw liinjmdi' 
polished scholar nnd poet ; and fnigjjnetitu of his voril 
' siJiW. a mon g tha mo)|ii,n(^ejLi\f\v('ltltir» of the glenn. 
Tlio commoiJ~modo of dejiredation proi'linfd by ihii 
bootur was to carry off Clreughs, or whole herds of 
from the enemy until a siiflicierit sun> wns iient for tin 
leBBO. Tho deep glens surrounding hi» retreat iii tlu 
screened the booty, taken in his predatory cxeursions, 
the olosuHt search j but llio i-nvH of (Jorlmore, Ity thu 
Uhickwatur, about fourlecn miles fr<im Kiskunie, wa 
most usual place of resort, becnuse it* vieiiiity to M« 
then the groat thoroughliire between thu north and s 
and its ininiediutu proximity to thii Inndii of the stru 
rendered it an excellent centre of o^ierution. Lihowiae, 
retreat coidd ulford full security iigum»t all uttneks. O 
side of 11 hu^e cliff that fearfully ovorhniign its buse, g 
th(! ojiening of thu cave; the river which hiu »Iure ret 
from the rock, then rolled its wild Nvalern along it« lai 
l-'i'(nn the water's edge a fww rude ttciis cut in iliu liniei 
rock, led into tho cave, but from uvory other sido it 
wholly iuttccoisiblo. The reader will form an idea of th« 
poriaiH-o of thi» retreat, h» it could bo approached only 
bout or by mvimmhig ; und thu cave, n« (raditiou relates, 
tends for many a mile beneath tit. Hilary's hilla. 

Daniel tho outlaw hiul n femulu coni|)t>niou to soften 
horrors of this dark dwelling and shnro his life of depreda 
and danger — hor name wns Margaret Kelly. Sho is sot 
liuvu been extremely bemiliful, and O'Keefe loved her ^ 
H long and faithful affection ; but thn toniptation of a h 
rewaril offered for his head, induced her to betray him. 
was she who generally jirocured him provisions from 
neighliouring town of Mallow j luid ithe always crossed 
river in a boat which was kept concealed in tho cave. ; 
agreed (uio day with the conuuauding officer at BIulloW 
betray O'Keei'o into his hands. A few scddier* were tc 
alaliuned convenient to thi) Innditig-phice on tlie o)ipo 
bank, and when tho outlaw, on the next occasion, had o 
veyed lii« perfidious nieswnger in tlie liglil skiff over the rj 
in her way to town, the soldiers were to shoot him from tl 
placo of eoncealmout on his retinti to llio cave.^ For I 
service sho reeoived an acknowledgement entitling her 
the reward on the outlaw's death or ttpprohenalon. Af 
coucUidiiig this horrid conipuct, slie returned to the eft 
when 0'K.oef'e, in b moment of soft dnlliaucei gently put 
hand into her bo»oni, and was horror stricken to linil ( 
parehmout that confirmed to tho beloved of his heart \ 
jirieo of hU blood, and urged to miidnesn «l her detestal 
perfidy, ho plunged his skeia lut« her bosom, aud she expit 
with a single groan. . 

This celebrated fceehootar wm eaduad with great iwh 



